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The Honorable Governor Charlie Baker 

Massachusetts State House, Room 360 

Boston, MA 02133 

 

Dear Governor Baker: 

 

On behalf of the Greater Fall River Vocational School District, School Committee, and the Diman Regional 

School Community at large, I thank you for your continued leadership through the COVID-19 crisis. The past 

16 months have been arduous, filled with challenges for our students, families, staff, and school district. As we 

emerge from the COVID-19 crisis, our district is tirelessly using the summer months to develop reopening plans 

that stimulate recovery and address student's needs holistically. We aim to accelerate student learning, address 

socio-emotional and physical effects, and continue to provide a world-class educational experience. 

 

Public schools have fundamental and vital obligations to the families and students they serve: to protect, grow, 

and provide educational opportunities in preparation for life. A primary aspect of these core tenets is the 

necessity to provide a safe learning environment for all students. If students do not feel safe, they will not learn.  

 

In that spirit, I write to draw your attention to feminine hygiene products in public schools. Massachusetts 

schools are not regulated to provide feminine hygiene products, specifically menstrual products, in bathrooms. 

Having non-intrusive access to feminine hygiene products must be a fundamental right for every child. Free 

accessibility will help students who do not have access to products avoid embarrassment and anxiety. Creating a 

safe learning environment hinges upon providing the essential resources to meet the needs of every child. I 

implore our state to consider the necessity, urgency and aid to provide free menstrual products in our schools.  

 

Coupled with this letter of advocacy, Diman Regional Vocational Technical High School pledges to provide 

free menstrual products in gender-neutral bathrooms and restrooms designated for females for the 2021 - 2022 

school year. We are adding our voice to the chorus of advocacy around the state and country, specifically the 

Fall River United Way, the recent legislation in Rhode Island, and approved bills passed in New Hampshire, 

Illinois, New York, and California to provide free feminine hygiene products in public schools.  

 

Thank you for your consideration and understanding. Please do not hesitate to contact me with further questions 

or to collaborate on this potential initiative. Please call or write: 508-678-2891 or arebello@dimanregional.org  

 
Andrew D. Rebello 

Assistant Superintendent-Principal 

251 Stonehaven Road 
Fall River, Massachusetts 02723 

Telephone: 508-678-2891 
Fax: 508-679-6423 

 
District Office: 1082 Davol Street 
Fall River, Massachusetts 02720 

District Office Telephone: 508-672-1070 
District Office Fax: 508-672-1082 

Elvio A. Ferreira, Ed.D. 
Superintendent-Director 
eferreira@dimanregional.org 
 
Andrew D. Rebello 
Assistant Superintendent/Principal 
arebello@dimanregional.org 
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cc:  School Committee Members 

 School Committee Attorney 

 Representative Carol Fiola 

 Representative Alan Silvia 

 Senator Michael Rodrigues  


